AccurRaTE DriscrxtyTION 
*. | - er THS | | _ a : . 
MARRIAGE C EREMONIES 


| bbs KD BY | ; 
G ' * / 
* + * 


= 
* 
= - ye 4 * * 
% Nr - * — * 
47 * LY * * = 
© = 


A 1 If +» Cx 
* 7 * b 
— 
- - * — : . 
* 


Shewing, the oddity of ſome, the ab- 
ſurdity of n the drollery of 
many; and, the real or intended, © 
piety of all. ; 
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5 e | Ceremomes a; dee 
UE pethrothudd couple meet in a 
room under a canopy with muſic, 

Nt, frequently children ſing round 

them with flambeaus in their hands. 

The bride makes three turns about her 

huſband; and the brideg room makes 

two obout her. They throw ſome 


grains of wheat on the married couple, | 


crying out, [ncreafe and multiply. The 
bride takes the right hand. They then 


cover the heads of both bridegroom, 


and bride. This ceremony being over, 


one of the prieſts, or one of the neareſt | 
relations take a cup full of wine, and. 


after having bleſſed God for creating 
mankind & inſtituting marriage, pre- 
ſents the cup to the bride aud bride- 


| groom. After thi- the by idegroom puts * 
a ring on the bride's finer in the pre- 
| tence of two witneſſes, and 75 Thou 
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I art my wife according to the rites of 
_ -Moſes and Iſrael. After which the in- 
ſtrument is read, in which the portion 
brought by the bride and the huſband's 
obligation to a jointure, are particul- 
arly ſpecified. Soon after another cup 
of wine is brought and the bride and 
bridegroom drink again, and the reſt 7 
of the wine is ſpilt in mirriment. The I , 
\- bridegroom then breaks the empty vel- 1 
| ſel; the intent of which ceremony is 
4 to remind of death, to which frallemor- b 
tals muſt yield ſooner or later. This I 4 
being over, all preſent cry out, Mazal f 
. tou, good luck, and ſo the ceremony It 
ends. In the evening they give an in- I 
tertainment to their friends and rela- I ;; 
tions. The bride is not put to bed to I v 
her huſband till after ſhe is bathed, It 
and the bath would be invalid if ſhe t} 
-wore ſo much as a ring; for ſhe mult f. 
be waſhed from head to foot, over 18 
head and ears. When the marriage || y 
is conſumated, the bridegroom muſt I h. 
leave his bed, and not come near his 15 
wife for a certain time, and ſhe muſt I or 
15 bathed all over again. bs * 
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the couple by the hand, & makes my | 
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dune Ceremonies of the Church: of 


Nome. 


ET ER the banns are publiſned 
thrice before marriage, on three 

ſundays or holidays; the bridegroom 
and bride, with their attendants, aſ- 
ſemble at the church, and the prieſt 
in his way to the altar, is preceded 
by one or two clerks in their ſurplices; 
theſe carry the holy water pot, the. 
ſprikler, the ritual, and a little bafon 
to put the ring in, in order to bleſs it. 
The prieſt, after having pronounced 
the prayer for the couple, advances to- 
wards them on the laſt ſtep of the al- 
tar, the man ſtanding all the while on 


tlie woman's right- hand: behind them | 


ſtand the relations and witneſſes. He 
then addreſſes the man and aſks him, 
Whether he will have ſuch a one for 
his wife: He aſks the woman in like- 
manner, Whether ſhe will have ſuch a 

one for her buſhand. When both their 
conſents are given, the prieſt who was 
before covered, uncovers himſelf, takes 


ION wo | 
join hands, ſays, 7 join you together in 


marriage, &c. At the ſame time he 


makes the fign of the croſs towards 
them with holy water. This being 
done, he bleſſes. the wedding ring Sk 
ſprinkles it with holy water, in the 
form of a croſs; he then gives it to 
the man, who puts it on the wedding 
finger of the woman's left hand; IT his 
Ting is looked upon as a pledge of the 
chaitity and fidelity which the wife 


owes her huſband. After this the prieſt 


pronounces Tome prayers, and then ad- 
dreſſes an exhortation to the mar- 
ried couple and the aſſembly, which is 
followed by maſs; and after this, he 


{prinkles 9585 again with holy water. 
The married pair mult ask the prieſt's 
benediction of the marriage-bed. In 


giving this bleſling, the prieſt prays, 


that thoſe who are to lie in this bed 


may increaſe and multiply, The ſanc- 
tification is compleated by the ſprink- 
ling of holy water. 


Marriage Ceremonies of the natives of 
Hudſon's Bay, Orc. 
"PHE ſavage inhabitants of this Bay, 


marry as many wives as 280 can 
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maintain. It is likewiſe cuſtomary for. 
them to marry the ſiſters of their wives; 
and that nothing is commoner than to 
ſee four or five ſifters married to the 
ſame man. Their marriage is not a 
civil contract, for the husband and wife 
do- not bind themſelves to each other 
for life, but cohabit together ſo long 
as they like one another, and ſeparate 
without the leaſt formalit y as ſoon as 
their harmony 1s interrupted by do- 
meſtic broils. On the evening of the 
wedding-day, the bride takes an axe, 
cuts down wood, and makes it up in a 
bundle; then lays it down before her - 
intended husband's hat, and then goes 
in and fits down by her lover, who. 
ſoon after goes to bed with her, mak 
ng no other complement, chan that it 
is time to go to reſt. As ſoon as an 7 
diſcord happens, the women quit thei 
husbands without the leaſt SME, 
The men are not more faithful to the 
marriage-bed than the women.” 

When a ſavage is out on an inroad, 
he often hires a woman tor ſome da s, 
or weeks; her parants defire no be ter; 


becauſe they get furrs by this cola 155 


tation. The firſt wife keeps the houſe 
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and ſows the corn, whilſt her huſband 
is rambling up and down the country 
with tlie other; but, as ſoon as he is 
returned N he diſtnifies her and 
returns to his firſt wife, unleſs the for- 
mer happens to have charms capable 
of effacing all her beauties. The wife 
has indeed no great reaſon to complain, 
being in poſſeſſion of a privilege of ſup- 
plying her huſband's place during his 
abſence. Theſe practices, however are 
not univerſal; there are ſome amongſt 
the ſavages, who obſerve punctually 
all the duties of, a-married life, and 
conſider it rather as a ſtate of felicity 


than a yoke, And tho' the ſavages in 


general are not addicted to jealouſy, 


Tome there are however, that punith 
their wives.with the utmoſt ſeverity, 
by cutting off his wife's noſe or ears, 
- Nay put her to death; nor is there any 


other ſatis faction required of him than 
to make a preſent to the parents of the 
deceaſed, in order to dry up their tears. 


A great many of the ſavages ſo ſoon 
as they are ſatisfied of one anothers in- 


clinations, they go together without 


any further delay; and every one that 
is invited to the marriage brings pre- 


hy bobs 
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ſents conſiſting of axes, \ knives, egges, Ne 
fowls, &c. which they leave at the en- 
trance of the hut, and withdraw till 
ſuch time as the ceremony of making 


the preſents is ended. Then all the 


gueſts return and make merry at the 
door of the hut, and dance and make 
a thouſand antick poſtures for a con- 
ſiderable time, and then the ceremony 
ends. 


3 Ceremonies of the Mexicans. 


ARRIAGE amongſt the Mexicans 
As ſolmnized by their prieſts. The 
couple go to the temple, where one of 
the ſacrificing prieſts. propoſe ſeveral 
queſtions, in order to examine into 
their reſolutions, He then takes up-the 
woman's veil and the husband's mantle 


and with one of his hands ties them 


together at one corner, as an emblem 
of the inward tie of their wills; Being 


thus bound to each other, they. arc 


conducted back to their houſe by the 
prieſt, where they have a good fire 
prepared, where they go ſeven times 
lucceſſively round it, While che prieſt 
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walks before them; this ceremony be- 
ing over, they fit down by the fire to 
be warmed, which gives the laſt per- 
fection to marriage. The eee 
brings with him two old men as wit- 
neſſes, and the bride two old women. 
Then follows the marriage feaſt, which 
being over, the men take the bride- 
groom aſide, and the women the bride, 
in order to inſtruc them in thoſe par- 
ticulars, a knowledge of which is uſe- 
ful and neceſſary for their change ot 
condition, and they ſhould diſcharge 
thoſe duties to which they are bound 


by their marriage contract; the old 
people then retire, and leave the mar- 


ried couple to put the laſt hand to the 
work. The chaſtity of their wives is 
one of their points of honour; and 


they puniſh adulterers with death, tho 


just is one of their predomenant pal- 
fions. Notwithſtanding this, public 
ſtews are tolerate among them. 


| * „ FI Bo 418 178 5 ris 
Marria ec, of eee 


1 NCEST x was 5 formerly not merely to- 
 lerated, but authoriſed among the 
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clergy of perſia. Hiſtory informs us, 
that fuch of the ſacerdotal tribe as were 
ſprung from a ſon married to his mo- 
ther, were looked upon as moſt wor- 
thy to be advanced to eccleſiaſtical dig- 
nities & preferments. Their marriages 
are always celebrated very late, gene- 
rally about midnight. The bridegroom 
and the bride ſeat themſelves cloſe by 
each other on a bed, two prieſts fit o- 
rer againſt them, and on each fide of 
the priefts fir the relations with FRAY. 
blera of fruitfulneſs. The AT con- 
cerned for the bridegroom, lays the 
forefinger of his right hand on the 
bride's forehead, and puts the queſtion 
to her, Wilt thou have this man to be 
thy - wedded husband ? She anſwers, 
Les: and then the prieſt concerned for 
her, in the ſame manner asks the bride- 
groom, Whether he will have her for 
us wedded wife? who anſwers, Yes. 
hey then join hands, and the bride- 
groom gives his bride ſome pieces of 
gold to confirm the contract, and p ove 
hat he will for the future provide for 
zer upon all occaſions, After this, a 
arge quantity of rice, is ftrewed over 


1 1 | 

their heads... Then the prieſts and re- 
lations bleſs them, and pray for their 
happineſs... The whole ceremony ts. 
performed. before the fire. 


Marriage . of the Fapaneſe. | 
E Japaneſe, generally ſpeaking, 


marry but one wife; but to make 
up for this, they are allowed to turn 
them off whenever they think proper, 
on the ſlighteſt and moſt trivial. occa- 
Hons. And, leaſt ſhe ſhould boaſt of 
having enriched her huſband, ſhe ne- 
ver brings any portion or forniture. 
Should a Japaneſe bride, by accident 
bring any money, or other valuable 
effects into his houſe, he never fails to 
return them next day. When a wife 
diſhonours the marriage: bed, her huſ- 
band has a privilege to put ber to death. 

Theſe extraordinary penalties put the 
Japaneſe ladies ſo much upon their 
guard, that the practice of modeſty 
becomes habitual to them; and fo great 
is their dilpair upon a loſs of their ho- 
nour, tho' it ſhould be even raviſhed. 
fem them by force, tliat they do not 


1 
ſcruple to lav PF Bk. hands upon them- 
ſelves. When the marriage day is fix- 
ed, the bridegroom and the bride go 
out of town 5 different ways, each 
attended by a reſpective retinue, and 
meet at the foot of a certain hill agreed 
upon by both. Being arrived, they aſ- 
cend to the top of the hill by ſtairs 
made for that purpoſe, and there enter 
a tent, and ſeat themſelves on oppofite 
n Wiides, like ambaſſadors aſſembled to 
„ I make a treaty of peace. The parents 
of both parties place themſelves behind 
»f che bride, and a band of muſic behind 
e- che bridegroom, but all without the 
e. Joerge of the tent. The bride and bride- 
groom then take torches in their hands, 
and preſent themſelves before the God 
of marriage, who is placed upon an 
altar there, This image 1s repreſented 
with the head of a dog. The prieſt, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to perform the mar- 
rage ceremony, takes his place hard by 
the god, and between the two parties, 
leveral lighted lamps are ranged at a 
[mall diſtance from the tent; at one of 
tneſe the bride lights her flambeau, 
phich ſhe holds in her hand; at the 
ame time uttering certain words dic- 
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dome flax, to ſignify that from thence Ig 


is conducted to her husband's houlc 


ſtrewed upon the way, whilſt an eter 


L 14 1 
ect to her by the prieſt. The bride 
groom then lights his flambeau by t that 
of his bride. Loud-acclamatibns of jo 
accompany this part of the ceremony 
and all the friends and relations of the 
new married couple then preſent, paz 
them their complements of congratu J 
lations; at the ſame time the prieſt 


il 
M 


diſmiſſes them with. his bleſling, and. 
their attendants make a large bonefir 15 
at the foot of the hill, into which the. pri 


throw all the toys and play things 
with which the young bride, before 
marriage, was accuſtomed to amul 


-herſelf. Others ſhew her a diſtaff an; 


forward, the prudent management oN 
ber family affairs ſhould be the chief 
object of her'atrention. . The ſolem 40 
ſacrifice of two oxen to the god of mar 
riage concluds the ceremony. The nev 
married couple then return home at 
tended by their relations; and the brid; 


with great triumph. flowers, &c. ar 


nal round of joy and pleaſ ure ſeem prof 
| ed by: the 229 and Auen way 
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L » | 
ing in the air, &c. 1 he nuptials com- 
monly laſt for eight days. 


Marriage Corrmtaitt of the Greeks, | 
PARTICULAR ceremomes among 

the Greeks, are as ſingular and re - 
markable as other nations. Such as 
re diſpoſed to unite in the bands of 
wedlock, make their application to the 
prieſt as ſoon as maſs is over, for the 
blemnization of their nuptials; ; after 
FThich, both parties retire to the mar- 
age- office, The bridegroom ſtands 
n the right hand, and the bride on the 
eft, muffled up in a vail or hood; two 
ings, one of gold, the other of filver 
re placed near one another on the right 
de of the communion table; the latter 
"inting to the right hand, and the tör- 
ner to the left; the prieſt who per- 
orms the ceremony makes ſeveral croſ- 
es on the bride and bridegroom, puts 
phred wax tapers in their hands, pu- 
8. aFthes, or incenſes them in the form 
eter fa croſs, and accompanies them to the 
\ proꝶmple. The choir and the deacon al- 
walFrnately beſeech heaven that the bride 


"1 


nes 
> Al 
rid 


oule 


p 2, 


and W may dre Nac 
in all their undertakings, and may be 


bleſſed with a numerous and hopeful 


iſſue: The prayers being finiſhed, the 


prieſt then preſents the gold ring to the 
bridegroom, and the filver one to the 
bride, repeating; three times, join N. 


and B. theſe ſervants of the Almighty 


here preſent, in the name of the Father, 
&c. When he has pronounced this form 


of words, he makes the fign of the croſs 


over their heads with the rings, before 


he puts them on the proper fingers of 
the right hands. Then the bridegroom 


exchanges theſerwo rings, & the prieſt 


repeats a long prayer, in which the vir- 


tue and dignity of the nuptial ring are 


tipically compared to Joſeph's ring, 
and that of Daniel and Thamar. After 


many ſolemn vows and moving pray- 
ers are over, the prieſt ſets a crown on 
the bridegroom! s head, ſaying, This 
man the ſervant of the Lord is crowned 


in order to be married to this woman. 
He then crowns the bride, and repeats 


the ſame form of wo: ds, which i is fol- 
lowWed with a triple bleſſing. After this 
a cup is filled 2 6 wine, and the prieſt 
having Asten a benediction over It 
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palleſbon! of his wife, who is brought 4 


preſents it tothe 4 LIE and bride,. N 


he then takes off their crowns, ADS ths 5'r 


ceremony concludes with prayer. 


Marriage Ceremonies of the Mahometans, 


POLYGAMY is almoſt univerſally * 
allowed among all. Mahometans; 
and, it is remarkable that thoſe coun- 
tries in which it is allowed, are always 
leſs peopled than thofe in Which men | 
are confined to one wife. The marriage 
ceremony is held in high eſteem by the 
Mahometans, yet the prieſts are not 
employed in the celebration of it. The 
cadi, or civil judge gives a ſanction to 
it as an act purely relative to ſociety, 
which is not looked to be valid with- 
out his preſence. The husband declares, 
that he has entered into an engagement 5 
to marry ſuch a woman, and to give 
her a dowry, which ſhe has a right to 
diſpoſe of at pleaſure in caſe of a di- 
vorce. The woman's father or ſome of 
her relations aſſiſt at this acknowledg- + 
ment; but ſhe herſelf, is not preſent, + 
When this is over, the husband taxes 


4 
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to him under a canopy, vieled with a h 
ratinue of friends, relations, ſlaves and 1 
muſicians, ſo the ceremony is ended. El 
The Mahometans are allowed to take - II ... 
their female {laves to their beds at plea- 0 


ſure, which they generally buy as we 
do beaſts in a market. The husband in 
caſe he can prove adultery againſt his 
wife, has! it in his power to cauſe her 
to be Harz in. a lack Wh: ſome ſtones 


r 


in the water: and if the bang f pare 
their lives, they: -are happeir than be- 
Fore, becauſe they are obliged to marry 
their Ballant, who, if a 51 mait 
| em] FACS M1 ahomiraſm, or die. 
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date 8 of the. Hottentote. 
ür 
FT 4 batchelor c or 5 is if) nofed 4 
to marry, he does not begin by diſ— Hale 
cloſing his paſſion, to the maid or wi- pr 
do that has won, his heart. His firft an 
Al; --Suſoe!s; is to. diſcoy er the matter to his thi; 
(2 aber ge neareſt relation, vhich if they hn 
4 1 ; confer, they apply to the woman's fa- Fre 
| ES of ne carelt. felaSun; and demand. 1 
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her in tags 
ſent, the cc urtſhip is over, if not, the 


apply the ſame way till both relations 


nuptial ceremony, which is as follows: 
The men and women ſeat themſelves in 
two different circles; in the center of 
the men, the bridegroom places him- 


elf; chen the prieſt enters, and coming 


up to the bridegroom, piſſes upon him 
a little. 
ſtream with tranſport, rubbiag it briſk- 
ly all over his body, and making with 
his long nails ſeyeral deep ſcratches in 
his ſkin, that the urine may penetrate 
and ſoak the farther. The prieſt then. 


goes to the circle of the women, and 


6. coming up to the bride, piſſes a little 


upon her; and he receives and rubs 


ed che urine upon her body with as much 


{= Flactity as the bridegroom. Ihen the 

'1- Pprieſt goes again to the bridegroom, | 
rſt Rad having piſſed a little more upon 
nis ffüm, away be goes again to the bride, 
ey nd piles upon her; and fo he goes 


rom the one to the other till he has - 
xhauſted upon them his whole ſtocæ 
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Aneb if they cons: Ny "nt 


match is intirely dropped, and he muſt 


are fatisfied. T hey then proceed to the 


The blidept oom receives the 
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to each of chem the following good 
wiſhes: May you live long and happy 


together; may you have a ſon betore ſe 
the end of the year; may this ſon live N 
to be a comfort to you in your old age; Ile. 
and may this ſon prove to be a man of Had 
courage, and a good huntſman. This Yan 
being the whole of the nuptial cere- Wed 
mony ; which being over, the compa- Ich 
ny rife, and join in preparing a feaſt, Not 
which continues ſor ſeveral days.— Ni 


There is one very extraordinary cuſtom Iro 
that prevails among them; which is, Nco 
that a widow for every husband ſhe ag 
marries after the firſt, is obliged to cut Ive 
off the joint of a finger beginning at ab 
one of the little fingers. in 
The Hottentots, feldom either plow Abe. 

or ſow, but live chiefly by grazing ot Yuſ 
cattle, and what they take in hunting dr. 
and filling. The men are of a mode- flat 
rate ſtature, but the women gnenerally Ilia 
mall. Their complexion . black and the 
thick lips, flat noſes, and ſhort hair. Inir 
i They are not very black when they are 
born, but take a great deal of pains to 
. make their children ſo with greaſe and 

. ſoot. They go moſtly naked, the wo- 
men Po. R a IDES apron with 
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legs and thighs have no covering. They 
adorn then ſelves with rings and beads, 
and make their bodies ſhine with melt- 
ed greaſe and fat inſtead of oil. They 


chuſe the guts of animals rather than 


other meat, which they cat half raw, 
without” waſhing. Their houſes are 
round ; huts: confiſting of ane, room, 
covered with hides or mats, where all 
ages and ſexes lie promiſculla, tho' e- 
very man has his own wives, ſeldom 
above three. They expoſe their fathers 


in the fields to be. devoured by wild 


beaſts, when they become infirm and 
uſeleſs, as they do their female chil- 
aren, when they have more than one 


at a birch. They have one rite pecu- 


lar to themſelves, which is depriving 
the males of the left teſticle at eight or 
nine years of age; at the performance 


whereof a ſheep is ſacrificed, and eaten | 
They 


by the company invited to it. 
Aways remove their kraal, or town, 
upon the death of any perſon in it, 


E 1 
a mantle of undreſſed ſheep ſkins tied: | 
with thongs about their Becks, which 
ſerves them for beds at night, and a 
winding ſheet when dead. Their breaſts 
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Kt L 22) 
believe a futare ſtate, and the imorta- 
lity of the ſoul, by. the worſhip they 
pay to their departed heroes, and by 
the fears they entertain of their Bends 
appearing to them after death; which 

is the reaſon of removing their camp, 


believing the dead never haunt any * 
place bur where they died. 4 

ey 

| it} 
Marriage Ceremonies in England. W* 
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| ET E N the E of the be 
| 2 bannt, WH Dich muſs be publiſhed i n ble 
| the church three ſever al ſundays or holt- 
1 days ; / n9 img gedient be obected, then 
| 0 the curalę age Ihe: To reciprocal couſent; 4 
qꝙhich being given, they, plight their“ 

troth to e at ber taking cach other al- 
teruately by the right bent, faying, 1 
E N. take; the? M. to he my weddid wije, 
4 or busband „ to have and to hold from I 

this day forward for, better. ard for Worſe, | as 
for ricber ar poorer; in Sickneſs and in . 
| 3 © health; to love and to cheriſh, ( l he voie 
: _ Jays „e loves, tg che niſh Jon's eber, till. 
death. ug da Part, accordhng t6;God's Holy 
; ordinance ; ; 975 therefore Iplighi this m] 
. Alen er Having 461 Ade . i” 
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17 555 faith, they looſe their bande, 7 
the man gives a ring to the woman, 
) Wing the ſame upon the book of c. 
oer, with the accuſtomed dues to. tis 
1% 255 clerk. The prieſt then taking 
e ring, delivers it to the man, to put 
P upon 25 fourth finger of the Wendt 5 
"7 Wt hand, and the man taught by the 
eft ſays, With this ring J lee wed, 
ith ny body T thee worſhip, Wc. Both 
el -dowon, the miniſter [ays a prayer, 
ns {heir r iobt hands together, and adds _ 
benediction. Then going tothe Lord's 
Me ſays or ſings a pjalmn; which being 
led, the man and the dero kneeling 
ben Nere the Lord's table, the prieſt and 
Far the table ſays a litany followed by + 
ie prayers; <v&hich. being ended, con- 
1 201 H gn inſtruction concerning the 
„ 77 of mam and wife. The ceremony 
er, each goes a different way, and af= © 
wards meet at a tavern or friend's 2 
2 and jeaft well, and then comes." 
We withuut making any hero. 4 glaſs 
rund oefore they. go-to bed, and 
1 the hour 1s come, 157 8 tale 
7 ly the brid”'s garters, 1 /he had be- 

„ , untied' for that purpoſe, and puts. _ 
in a {ber bats, Then the eee .# Sg "A 
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| 8 or ca l her pins ; „ woe to ber 
| 7 /he faves: one. The b. edemaids like 


my 4 ti bit ceremony i 25. looked upon as meer pla 
and foblery, new Marriages are often oc 
cCaſianed by ſuth necidenls. Mean whil 
due poſſet goes round, and the ww mart it! 
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lead the Wile to the Nee e 
” het and par ber to bed, She muſt 17e 


le I Keep p any "of them; unde; 
e being married till Eaſter fol 
towing s net. "The men then accom 
pany i ei ven to bed to the bride 
" where the wwhole Fempany aſſemble. Th 
men then"take the bride's ſtockings, and 
the Amen theſe of the bridegroom ; the 
ſet tÞemſelves at the bed's feet, ani thro: 
The Jocking's over their heads, and whe 
i one bits the owner them, it 
. pon as an omen that that per 
20 ill be married in a hort time; and thy 


couple muſt arink hearty, gnd when the 
awake: in the morning, d {atk poſſet i 
given lden. 5 be reden of this is 0b 
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"Jad 3 to the W ene ae 
ber "aft pat her to bed, She muſt lo: 
| TY or caſt awayall her pins ; be to her 
I be Javes- hne. The bridemaids like 
e . 79. Keep p any of them, unde; 
pain of n being married Kater. fol 
towing gg nest. "The men then accom 
pany t eren to bed to the bride 

" where the do hole bmp] aſſemble. Th 
men then"take the bride's ſtockings, and 
the Semen thoſe of the bridegroom ; the! 
et tBemſelves at the bed's cet, and thro: 
the Jockings over their heads, and whe 
| one bits the owner of ..them, it 
| Sole upο, as an omen that that per/e 
9 Will be married in a ſbort time; and ths 
bit ceremony is looked upon as meer pla 
and foolery, new marriages are often oc 
caſianed by uch necidenls. Mean whi, 
the poſſet goes round, and the mart ie 
couple muſt drink hearty, gud when the 
awake: in the morning, d ſatk poſſet i 
given then. 1 2 2 of. this is 0b 
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